
Cordova Historic Preservation Commission 
Members: Jim Casement, Chair; Brooke Johnson, Sylvia Lange, John Wachtel, Heather Hall,  

Cathy Sherman and Nancy Bird 

 
Meeting Agenda:    Thursday, October 25, 2018 
   5 – 5:45 p.m. 
   Conference rooms, Lower level, Cordova Center 
 
And via teleconference for those outside of Cordova 
 To access the meeting, dial 1-877-820-7676 and when prompted, 
  Enter Conference ID number 22233 
 
 
AGENDA 

1. Rollcall and approval of Agenda 
2. Approval of minutes from April 5, 2018 
3. Correction to December 14, 2017 minutes regarding terms of office 
4. Cordova Historic buildings survey – discussion 

 
Resources to draw from include: 
From Fish and Copper – Cordova’s Heritage and Buildings, by Nicki Nielsen (1984, Alaska 
Historical Commission Studies in History No. 124) 
 
Alaska Historic Buildings Survey Manual & Style Guide (Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources, 
Office of History and Archaeology, Alaska Historical Commission, 2016) Note that Summer 
Rickman mailed us three hard copies of this guide. 
 
City of Cordova old property tax records – photo samples attached 
 

5. Next steps – next meeting date? 
6. Adjournment 

 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/pdf/BuildingManualFinal.pdf
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Cordova Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes – Thursday, April 5, 2018 
 
Members present: Jim Casement, Cathy Sherman, Nancy Bird, and via teleconference: John Wachtel 
and Heather Hall.     Absent: Sylvia Lange, Brooke Johnson. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair J. Casement about 5:05 pm.  
The agenda was approved without objection. 
 
Approval of minutes 
Motion by Sherman, seconded by Wachtel to approve the minutes of March 1, 2018. Motion passed 
without objection. 
 
Resolution 18-01, regarding the Commission’s recommendation to Planning & Zoning on Title 18 
Bird explained that the City Planner requested a resolution similar to 18-01 to forward the amendments 
previously recommended by the Historic Commission.  
Motion by Bird, seconded by Sherman to approve Resolution 18-01.  
Motion adopted without objection. 
 
Update regarding Certified Local Government Annual Report 
A draft of the Final Report required for submittal to Summer Louthan at the State Office of History & 
Archaeology had been included in the March meeting packet. Bird noted that she included additions and 
suggestions received from Commission members in the Final Report which was submitted before the 
March 31st deadline. A copy of the Final Report is included with this meeting packet, for information. 
 
Cordova Historic building survey update – how to proceed? 
There was a lengthy discussion; highlights of this and resources to use are noted below: 

• City Clerk and Planner’s offices have maps and property tax records. 

• Skagway recently completed a “windshield survey” of 600 structures and 24 avenues with the 
help of six students from the Univ. of Oregon. Wachtel was one of three National Park Service 
staff who worked on this survey which was conducted over five full days. 

• Suggested that Alaska Heritage Resource Survey forms should be completed for Cordova 
buildings not yet included in the AHRS database. Sherman said her office has about 130 AHRS 
cards that date back to Nicki Nielsen’s 1984 survey.  

• Inclusion of archaeological and cemetery sites was suggested. 

• Suggestion to schedule a training workshop in the fall (ask the State Office of History and 
Archaeology for help), and perhaps, invite community elders and others interested; include high 
school students and try to incorporate the survey project as a community service project for 
high school students’ participation. 

• Involve additional partners, particularly the Native Village of Eyak. 
 
It was noted that there are no funds set aside for this project. While it would be a perfect fit for a grant 
submittal through the Certified Local Government (CLG) grant program, it’s unlikely that funds for that 
program will be made available in the coming year. 
 
 Follow-up actions: 
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• Bird said she would talk to the city clerk and planner’s offices and try to get a city map with tax 
ID numbers for properties. She’d further explore how to combine Nielsen’s property list (the 
appendix of her book) with a map. 

• Wachtel offered to share further information on “lessons learned” from the recent Skagway 
survey. 

• Bird also had previously offered to contact the state history office staff about the possibility of 
scheduling a workshop later in 2018. 

 
 
Next meeting date 
The next meeting will likely be in the fall. Bird will send all members a doodle poll to schedule the date. 
 
Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn by Sherman, seconded by Hall. The meeting adjourned at about 6:15 pm. 
These minutes were approved XXXX. 



October 18, 2018 
 
TO: Cordova Historic Preservation Commission members 
From: Nancy Bird 
 
RE: Correction needed to prior minutes of Dec. 14, 2017 
 
I’ve corresponded with Susan Bourgeois, City Clerk, regarding the terms of CHPC members and 
determined that I mistakenly thought I was appointed to a 3-year term in 2017. In fact, I was appointed 
to the last year of Tom McGann’s 3-year term. 
 
To correct our records, I request a motion to amend the minutes of Dec. 14, 2017 to correct the terms of 
office listed: 
 “(Note) Terms of office –  Bird, Lange and Wachtel expire in 12/18; Hall, Sherman and Johnson 
expire 12/19; and, Casement and Bird expires in 12/20.” 
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Cordova Historic Preservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes – Thursday, December 14, 2017 
 
Members present: Jim Casement, Brooke Johnson, Sylvia Lange, and Nancy Bird.  
Absent: Cathy Sherman, John Wachtel and Heather Hall. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair J. Casement about 5:10 pm. It was noted that, in mid-
November, the Cordova City Council re-appointed Jim Casement to a new 3-year term on the 
Commission; the Council also appointed N. Bird to a 3-year term as a representative of the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission (replacing Tom McGann). 
 

(Note) Terms of office –  Lange and Wachtel expire in 12/18; Hall, Sherman and Johnson expire 
12/19; and, Casement and Bird expire in 12/20. 

 
The agenda was approved without objection. 
 
Approval of minutes 
Motion by Lange, seconded by Johnson to approve the minutes of November 6, 2017. Motion passed 
without objection. 
 
Review and approval of Final Report, Copper River Highway Milepost Guide 
Motion by Johnson, seconded by Bird to accept the Final Report for Historic Preservation Fund Grant 
#16012. Copies of the color brochure in near-final form were distributed and the financial report and 
short narrative report were reviewed. Several Commission complimented Cathy Sherman for the work 
on this project. In further discussion, one member offered one suggestion for a minor addition to the 
description of “Milepost 13.” She proposed that a phrase be added noting the airport’s construction 
during World War II and noted that it could fit on the remainder of the last line of the current text (the 
suggested additional text might be “Airport was built during WW II.” Other Commission members 
agreed that it would improve the brochure, but no one wants this addition to delay completion of the 
brochure. Consensus was to forward this suggestion to Sherman. Motion for approval of the Final 
Report passed unanimously. 
  
Final review and recommendation regarding amendments to Cordova City Code, Chapter 18.90 – 
Motion by Bird, seconded by Lange to recommend to the Cordova Planning and Zoning Commission the 
amendments included in the document titled “Second Draft” of amendments to Chapter 18.90, Cordova 
City Code. 
 Bird noted that the Commission had reviewed these amendments last April and requested that 
the prior city ordinances referenced in the code be reviewed before final approval of the proposed 
amendments. Copies of the 1992 ordinance amending the prior Chapter 18.90 in its entirety, and copies 
of 1994 and 1995 amendments were distributed to Commission members present. Bird highlighted the 
most substantial differences she found between the current Chapter 18.90 and the earlier versions. 
After brief discussion, the motion was passed without objection. 
 
Historic building surveys 
Casement invited general discussion on how we might proceed to accomplish an update to the Cordova 
Historic Building Survey. He noted that these surveys are supposed to be completed every 10 years, bu 
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the last survey covering the entire community was done in 1984 by Nicki Nielsen. Additional surveys 
covering smaller neighborhoods of Cordova were completed by Rolfe Buzzell in the late 1990s. 
 
Bird noted that H. Hall had intended to attend this meeting and that she had recommended the Alaska 
Building Survey Manual and the Hope and Sunrise Historic Building Survey Report.  The building survey 
manual was looked at online during the meeting and Bird said she’d redouble efforts to find hard copies 
of the Hope report and make them available to Commission members.  
 
J. Wachtel had sent the Commission an email received just prior to the meeting suggesting additional 
resources that might be used to begin the building survey process. There was general agreement that  
 
After considerable discussion, it was agreed that: 

• Bird will scan the 1984 book by Nielson and share it electronically with all Commission members 
within a week. 

• Casement will review in more detail the building survey manual and other resources suggested 
by Wachtel. He will consult with H. Hall and J. Wachtel and other Commission members, as time 
permits, and draft a template for the Commission to review at its next meeting. This template 
will detail what information to collect in an updated Cordova building survey. 

 
The Commission generally agreed that this project, to update the historic building survey, could be 
assisted by high school students. The goal might be to create a special class for students in the 2018-19 
school year. Casement believes there is support for this idea from school administrators and the current 
history teacher, but we need to better define what we want from the building survey and how students 
can contribute to it.  
 
Next meeting date 
The next meeting will be in mid to late February; Bird will send everyone a Doodle poll to determine the 
best day and time. 
 
 
Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at about 6:20 pm. 
 
These minutes were approved March 1, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/pdf/BuildingManualFinal.pdf
http://dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/pdf/BuildingManualFinal.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/hopehistoricalsite2/home/historic-district
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